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First Sunday of Advent: In the Stable 
When Jesus Comes: He Will Bring Hope 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
If you are a guest, thank you for worshiping with us today. We invite you to take a moment to complete 
a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate when it is 

passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book located in the back entrance of the 
sanctuary.   

  

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort, we 
also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you can still 

participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for them to enjoy! 
Additionally, after the children’s message during the 10:30AM service, children from 3 years old—6th 
grade are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to attend 

Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of the welcoming 
team for assistance!  

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
  
POEM                                                                                 With You1 
PRELUDE     Mary’s Song            by Grant & Eato   
CALL TO WORSHIP2     
 L: Alleluia the Christ child comes, and we await his birth. 
 C: Let us throw off our distractions, and allow the chaos to settle. 
 L: Let us watch for the signs, and listen to the messengers. 
 C: Let us stand on tiptoe, and shout aloud and sing. 
 ALL: Something new is emerging, something new is being birthed. 
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CANDLE LIGHTING LITURGY3 
 L: The coming of our Lord is near, 
 C: And we wait in joyful expectation, 
 L: Draw close, Lord Jesus Christ, 
 C: Shed your light on all that is filled with darkness. 
 L: The coming of our Lord is near, 
 C: And we wait with hope filled hearts, 
 L: Draw close, God’s beloved son, 
 C: Teach us the wonder of your all-embracing love. 

L: We are a people of hope. Our hearts are full of anticipation for the coming of 
our beloved Christ Child. For God is to be among us and we will see a great light 
in the midst of our night. Let us light the Candle of Hope. 

Lighting of the Candle of Hope 
 L: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your coming, 
 C: With this light, we wait for the hope you bring. 
 L: Knowing your light will shine in the darkness. 
 C: Lord we wait, Come soon and fill us with your life. 
  
*OPENING HYMN NO. 121 NCH (black hymnal see p. 6) All Earth is Waiting 
*TIME OF CONFESSION 

 CALL TO CONFESSION4 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION5 

C: We journey with you, to Bethlehem’s stable and a new-born King. 
Ears attuned to the song of angels. Eyes alert for Bethlehem’s star.  
Forgive us if on our journey we are distracted by the tempting offers 
of this world. Keep our hearts aflame with the hope you bring, and the 
promise of a Savior. Amen. 

           ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
ACT OF PRAISE NO. 196 UM HYMNAL (see p. 7) 
                                                                                  Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 ALL SING: Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set thy people 
 free; from our fears and sins release us, let us find our rest in thee.  
 Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of  all the earth thou art; dear  
 desire of  every nation, joy of  every longing heart. 
  

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yet a King, born to reign 
in us forever, now thy gracious kingdom bring. By thine own eternal 
spirit, rule in all our hearts alone; by thine all sufficient merit, raise us 
to thy glorious throne. 
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(10:30 AM) CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  

SCRIPTURE                                                  Luke 1:26-38 
MESSAGE                             

  

HYMN NO. 123 NCH (black hymnal see p. 8)         Mary, Woman of the Promise 
  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

A TIME FOR SHARING 
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 
OFFERTORY     Still, Still, Still with Mary Did You Know        arr. Tornquist 
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE 370 NCH (see p. 9, v. 4) What Gift Can We Bring? 

ALL SING: This gift we now bring, this present, this token, these 
words can convey it, the joy of this day! When grateful we come, 
remembering, rejoicing, this song we now offer in honor and praise! 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 REMEMBERING THE STORY AND EUCHARISTIC PRAYER6 
 THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy  

kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
  L: In this bread 
  C: We hold hope in Christ’s presence 
  L: In this cup 
  C: We hold hope in Christ’s forgiveness 
  L: Come and share in Christ’s meal—all is ready. 
 SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS 
At Mt. Zion all are welcome to share in Christ’s meal. Today, Communion will be distributed by our   
Welcome Team members and passed down the pews for distribution —first bread, then the cup which is 

filled with grape juice. Gluten Free wafers are available as desired. We invite you to hold your 
bread and cup until the community is invited to eat together by the Pastor. Please dispose of  your 

cup after worship. 
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 POST-COMMUNION PRAYER7 

  C: We praise and thank you, Creator God, for you have not left us  
 alone. Each year you come to us, Emmanuel, God with us in a   
 manger. Each time you come to us in the broken bread and the   
 cup we share. In time or out of  time you will be revealed and we  
 shall see you face to face. Give us courage, God our strength, to   
 see your Christ in all who suffer, to be hands to the helpless, food  
 for the hungry, and rescue for the oppressed. And as we wait for  
 you, help us to receive the gifts that only you can give. Amen. 

  
*CLOSING HYMN NO. 102 NCH (black hymnal see p. 10) O How Shall I Receive You 

*BENEDICTION8 
POSTLUDE     Immanuel             by Townend 
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Volunteers 
  
Thank you to Lee & Patsy brown for donating our beautiful Christmas Tree and the  
Christmas wreaths! 
  
Thank you to the Advent Team for planning today’s worship service. The Advent Team 
members are Jennifer Damon, Denny Daugherty, Deb Herlocker, David Firestone, 
Lana Fritz Cindy Hogentogler, Barb Stebbins, & Pastor Amy. 
  
Thank you to Faye Heal for creating the beautiful bulletin cover this week! 
  
Thank you to Carol Bair, Brenda Beyer, Elaine Bevivino, Karen & Mike Gibbs, and 
Faye Heal for setting up our nativity scene. 
  
8:00 AM Welcome Team Members & Communion Servers: Barry & Nancy Schwartz 
8:00 AM Tech Team: Denny Daugherty & Dave Firestone  
8:00 AM Liturgist: Tama Allison 
10:30 AM Welcome Team Members & Communion Servers: Robin Schriver, Nancy & 
Jeff Sleeger 
10:30 AM Tech Team: George DeMers, Paul Ramsey, John Schriver 
10:30 AM Liturgist: Jen Miller 
Poem Reader: David Firestone 
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