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CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve is a joyous time for all who open their hearts and minds to our loving Creator. Let us
allow the true meaning of Christmas to stir up love within us. During the service today, we will be
serving communion. Please know that all are invited to participate in Holy Communion.

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If youn are a guest we invite you to take a moment to complete
a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in the offering plate when it is
passed. We also invite you to sign_your name in onr guest book located in the back entrance of the
sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort, we
also have a children’s corner in the back of the sanctuary where your child can relax and play and you
can still participate in the worship experience. We pray God’s blessing upon you. For today’s service, we
will be using the red & black hymnals.

GATHERING MUSIC Christmas Piano Selections played by Travis Pinci
Gesn Bambino sung by Debbie Butcher

CHRISTMAS GREETING

CALL TO WORSHIP:
L: On this night of anticipation,
C: we come, for promises fulfilled, joining with Elizabeth and Zechariah.
L: On this most silent night,
C: we come, our hopes and dreams, joining those of Mary and Joseph.
L: On this holiest of nights
C: we come, joining the shepherds who are stunned by wonder.


http://www.mtzionucc.org/

L: On this night of carols and candlelight,

C: we come, our glad songs joining with the choirs of angels over us.
INVITATION TO THE STABLE:

*CAROL NO. 112 (red hymnal, see below) O Come All Ye Faithful

O Come, All Ye Faithful (Traditional)

Tr. Frederick Oakley, 1841 *Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION: IN THIS SMALL PLACE MADE
GLORIOUS:
L: God of unimaginable love, on the first Christmas You became one of us.
C: We celebrate Your love for every person in every place and time.
L: God of all humanity, You offered Your Peace to anyone who would be
satistied with Your presence.
C: We celebrate Your Peace in Your Church and accept Your commission
to share it in all the world.
L: God of the shepherds, You announced Your arrival among us to the poorest,
the most humble.
C: We celebrate Your Good News to each of us and to everyone, right here
where we are.
L: God of the manger, You came to us through Your Son in a small and simple
stable.
C: We celebrate Your presence with us this day in this small place made
glorious by Your being in it.
L: God of deliverance, You came to be one of us in order to deliver all of us.
C: We celebrate Your protection and mercy toward all who are sick or in
trouble.
L: God of birth, when You became as we are, You opened Yourself to each of us,
no matter who or what we are.
C: We celebrate this day Your Kingdom and that we are welcome in it right
now and always. Keep us close, now and in the life to come.
L: God of Christmas, bless us as we once again celebrate Your coming into Your
creation. We trust that Your glory and goodness as proclaimed by the angels is still

true for us this day. We celebrate your healing, love and grace.
C: Amen.

*ACT OF PRAISE (sce next page) Angels We Have Heard on High



Angels We Have Heard on High

(Traditional)
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FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 9:2-7 (NRS'1/)

WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM He Is Born by Armstrong
GOSPEL READING Luke 2:1-20 (NRS1/)
CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
POEM:- First Coming
*HYMN NO. 128 NCH (black hymnal, see below) In the Bleak Midwinter
In the Bleak Midwinter
Christina Rossetti Gustav Holst
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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O Come, All Ye Faithful (Traditional)

Tr. Frederick Oakley, 1841

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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OFFERING
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP
OFFERTORY Still, Still, Still Traditional
PRAYER OF DEDICATION:
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION:®
The communion liturgy will be sung to the tune of “What Child is This.” Please join in this liturgy as
we prepare for the sacrament of Holy Communion.

L: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. Sing unto God your praises. We gather on
this holy night. We gather at this table.
ALL SING: Lift, lift your hearts up high! Sing praise to God, and glorify!
Praise, praise, the Prince of Peace, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
L: God breathed in us the breath of life. God gave the gift of Eden. We turned
away and sin was born; We sought for greener gardens.
ALL SING: Lift, lift your hearts up high! Sing praise to God, and glorify!
Praise, praise, the Prince of Peace, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
L: God called to us from age to age through messengers and prophets. When we
would not our hearts give way, the Word-made-flesh God sent us.
ALL SING: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and
angels sing; Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
L: O Holy God of power and might! Hosanna in excelsis! Blessed be the one who
in your name comes! Hosanna in the highest!
ALL SING: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and
angels sing; Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary.
L: The Word-made-flesh, Emmanuel; God, come to live among us! He preached
good news: the kingdom come! A light shone in the darkness.
ALL SING: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through! The Cross be borne for
me for you. Hail! Hail, the Word made flesh; the Babe, the Son of Mary.
L: And on the night he was betrayed, Christ took the bread and broke it.
Thanking God, he shared this gift. “Remember, when you eat it!”
ALL SING: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through! The Cross be borne for
me for you. Hail! Hail, the Word made flesh; the Babe, the Son of Mary.
L: He took the cup and raised it up. “My life I pour out for you. From sin, set
tree! Remember me! We covenant anew.”
ALL SING: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through! The Cross be borne for
me for you. Hail! Hail, the Word made flesh; the Babe, the Son of Mary.



L: Pour out your Spirit, Holy God, upon these gifts, and bless them. Make them
for us the Bread of Life, the Cup of our Salvation!

ALL SING: Raise, raise the song on high! The Virgin sings her lullaby: Joy,
joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary.

L: As we raise the song on high and rejoice in Christ birth, together let us share
Christ’s prayer:

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (all cups contain grape juice)
During the sharing of the elements, we will be singing various Christmas Carols. Words for the songs
will be listed on the screens. The hymnal numbers are also listed below if you'd prefer to use a hymnal.

It Came Upon a Midnight Clear, #107 (red hymnal)
Away in a Manger, #109 (red hymnal)
O Little Town of Bethlehems, #102 (red hymnal)
The First Noel, #118 (red hymnal)
Hark the Herald Angels Sing, #108 (red hymnal)
What Child is This, #148 (black hymnal)

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (to the tune of “What Child is This”)
L: Thank God for Holy Mystery; Body of Christ; the gift of lifel As we
depart, let us take heart: God’s light will lead us always!
ALL SING: Raise, raise the song on high! The Virgin sings her
lullaby: Joy, joy, for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary!
L: As we raise the song on high and rejoice in Christ birth, together let us
share Christ’s prayer:

SOPRANO SOLO (sung by Debbie Butcher) O Holy Night by Adam

PASSING THE LIGHT OF CHRIST
A CHRISTMAS CONFESSION-~
L: We were heavy with sorrow, but joy interrupted. We were deep in the
night, but a star appeared. We were silent with sadness, but the heavens
rang.



C: And the splendor shone around them when the time had fully
come.

L: We were hardened by conflict, but love intervened. We were frightened
by shadows, but light took them away. We were haunted by fears, but a child
brought us hope.

C: And she laid him in a manger when the time had fully come.

L: We were dismal and defeated, but faith set us on tire. We were weary and
complaining, but our hearts discovered praise. We were doubtful and
confused, but a door to life was opened.

C: And the guiding star went before them when the time had fully
come.

L: We were arrogant and angry, but his innocence disarmed us. We were
cruel, crude, and clumsy, but his grace made all things new. We were selfish,
narrow, greedy, but his joy we had to share.

C: And they offered him their treasured gifts when the time had fully
come.

L: We were sheep who had lost their way, but the shepherd knew our
names. We were strangers without a country, but our kingdom came to us.
We were children far from home, but God sent his Son to guide.

C: And the Word was flesh among us when the time had fully come.
L: The time is now—Christ born in the stable brings us His light—and we
share the light of His love. For the time has fully come.

CAROL (see next page) Stlent Night, Holy Night

*CLOSING LITANY: IN THE QUIET OF THE NIGHT
L: In the quiet of the night; We have heard God's truth;
ALL: A personal word of life given for our redemption.
L: In the quiet of the night—In the quiet of this night—
ALL: We are called to act. We are called to care. We are called to share a
personal story of Christmas, a personal story of salvation.
L: In the quiet of this night from a humble stable
ALL: God sends us to be living faith: A personal invitation, a personal voice
of hope, a personal hand of service, in our day-to-day acts, in our day-to-
day relationships. May God grant that it be so. Amen.

Individual lights are extinguished as light returns to the Sanctuary.



Silent Night

Franz Gruber, 1818
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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Joy to the World

George Handel

Isaac Watts
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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SENDING HYMN NO. 120 (red hymnal, see page before) Joy to the World

*DISMISSAL
Go 1n peace and joy.
Share the Good News
Christ is born in the stable
God is with us
and life will never be the same!

C: Thanks be to God. We will and share the news!
POSTLUDE Carol of the Bells Traditional
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Merry Christmas to All!

Welcome Team & Communion Servers: Tori Everhart, Nancy Kinard
Liturgist: Deb Herlocker

Communion Assistant: Rev. Jason Northridge

Tech Team: Jack Herlocker

Thank you to Debbie Butcher for enhancing today's worship with their talents. Thank
you to the vocal quartet for their meaningful musical contribution to this evening. The
quartet is made up of: Debbie Butcher, Brenda Beyer, Denny Daugherty, & Braden
Bicher.

Thank you to Patsy & Lee Brown, of Brown’s Tree Farm, for donating our Christmas
tree and wreaths.

Thank you to Jim Beyer for creating the beautiful art for our bulletin cover!

If you commune, please complete a communion card found in the pew racks and place
it in the offering plate.

During the candle lighting ceremony, please hold lighted candles vertical, and tip the
unlighted candle to the lighted one.

Please pick up your 2024 offering envelopes if you haven’t already done so. They
are on the table in the west narthex. All contributions must be received at the church on
or before December 24th, 2023 in order to get credited to your 2022 giving statements.

Mt. Zion is Streaming! This service will be posted on the Mt. Zion website

at: http://www.mtzionucc.org/services-online.html, with both a live feed (during the
actual service) and a version you can watch later. We offer a hearing assistance system
called Listen Technologies. 1f you would like to use a receiver, please check with the
volunteers at the sound booth at the rear of the sanctuary.
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