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Epiphany Sunday  
Star Word Sunday 

  

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a  
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in 

the offering plate when it is passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book 

located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.   
  

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort, 

we also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you 
can still participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for 

them to enjoy! Additionally, after the children’s message,  

children from 3 years old—6th grade are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom 
downstairs. They can choose to attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their 

parents. Please see a member of the welcoming team for assistance!  

  
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  
PRELUDE    We Three Kings with Fur Elise  arr. Labenske 

    

CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Psalm 148 & Isaiah 61:10-62:3) 
 L: We are seekers—just like the Magi. 

 C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 

 L: We are looking for hope, peace, joy, love and so much more that Christ brings. 
 C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 

 L: We long for the abundant life God promises. 

 C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
 L: May this star word be one of encouragement. 

 C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 

L: May this word guide our intentions in the days to come.  
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C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 
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 L: May we pay attention to where God is present. 
 C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. 

 L: May we embrace the gifts of God’s presence with thoughtfulness and praise. 

 C: Light our paths and lead us closer to you. Amen.  
  

OPENING HYMN NO. 164 (black hymnal, see below)         Arise Your Light is Come 
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*TIME OF CONFESSION 
 CALL TO CONFESSION 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

  L: Creative God,  
C: you share with us words of hope, words of Good News. But sometimes we 

are unable to hear them because the source is too familiar. You call us to 

share the Good News with those around us. But sometimes we are unable to 
share, because the people know us too well. You encourage us to send 

messengers to other places where they will be heard better. But we can be 
jealous, wanting the Good News to be for us, not them. 

   

In the multitude of ways we can and have subverted your message of 
freedom and healing, in all the ways we have kept the Jubilee year from 

happening, we have left the path of true wisdom and call upon your Grace to 

lead us back on track.  
 ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

P: This is the time of God's favor, God's grace continues to proclaim release to the 

captives, sight to the blind, Good News to the poor and freedom to the 
oppressed. As such this day you are forgiven. We all are forgiven. We live as loved, 

forgiven and free people through the grace of God! 

C: Hallelujah! Amen.   
 ACT OF PRAISE NO. 2237 FWS (vs. 1 & 2)                                  As a Fire is Meant for Burning 

ALL SING: As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame. So 

the church is meant for mission giving glory to God’s name. Not to preach our 
creeds or customs but to build a bridge of care. We join hands across the 

nations finding neighbors everywhere. 

  
We are learners; we are teachers, we are pilgrims on the way. We are seekers; 

we are givers. We are vessels made of clay By our gentle, loving actions we 
would show that Christ is light. In a humble, listening Spirit we would live to 

God’s delight. 

  
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

  

SCRIPTURE                                     Isaiah 60:1-6 (CEB) 
                                    Matthew 2:1-2, 9-11 (CEB) 

  

SERMON 
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HYMN NO. 159 NCH (black hymnal, see below)                                  As With Gladness Those of Old 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE3 
  

A TIME FOR SHARING 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 
 OFFERTORY     As With Gladness                                 arr. Schram 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

  
SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION4 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 REMEMBERING THE STORY 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us  this day our daily 

bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO SHARE THE MEAL 

 SHARING THE ELEMENTS 
 *PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

  L: God of open horizons and open roads, 

C: like the Magi so many years ago, we are here, seeking you. Step by step, we 
have wandered into this space with the hope of feeling you in our midst. Step 

by step, you have seen us, claimed us, and called  us beloved. 

  
Today we have drawn star words. For some, these words are full of meaning, 

challenge, and invitation already. For others, these words are a blank 

canvas—inviting you into our lives. 
  

So as a new year dawns, we pray that just as you have spoken to the 
generations before us, you would speak to us again. Allow us to use these star 

words as a tool that might help us hear you more clearly. May they guide us, 

as the star guided the Magi. 
  

And in a year, may we find ourselves here, together again, with mouths full of 

praise for the ways in which you have been present with us. Together we 
pray, with joy in our hearts. Amen.  

  

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 160 NCH (black hymnal, see next page)            Jesus the Light of the World 
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BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE      O Morning Star                               by Nicolai  
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Thank you to all serving in worship this morning! 
 

Welcome Team Members—Faye Heal, Lana Fritz, Nancy & Barry Schwartz 

Liturgist— Jen Miller 
Tech Team—George DeMers Jack Herlocker, & Paul Ramsey 
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