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Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in
the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort,
we also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you
can still participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for
them to enjoy! Additionally, after the children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade
are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to
attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of
the welcoming team for assistance!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYER FOR MEMORIAL DAY

PRELUDE Peace Prelude arr. Tate
CALL TO WORSHIP!

L: From God comes the wonder of creation.

C: We will worship God the Creator.

L: From God comes healing for the brokenness we see.

C: We will worship God our Redeemer.

L: From God comes the strength to face the new day.

C: We worship God our Sustainer.

PRAYER OF THE DAY?
L: God our Creator,
C: With open arms You welcome all who call on Your name—who acknowledge You
as Lord, and look to You in faith. No one stands outside the circle of Your mercy and
love.
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And so we come to offer You our worship—to declare that You are our God,

and that we are Your people, called and chosen by You from the very beginning.
Through the presence of Your Holy Spirit open our eyes to see You here; open our
minds to receive Your truth, and our mouths to speak and sing Your praise. For You
alone are God—worthy of all praise and worship, now and to the end of time.

Amen.
*GATHERING HYMN NCH # 459 (black hymnal, below) Come O Fount of Every Blessing
Come, O Fount of Every Blessing
Robert Robinson, 1758 *Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*TIME OF CONFESSION?

CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: Eternal God,
C: Because you dwellin our hearts, you know how the anger, the pain, the
bitterness of our lives try to crowd you out. The noise of the world deafens us
to that Word which can heal us. We want our children to be good, kind, and
gentle to others, and then they hear us call others names, and speak of them
with demeaning words. Our desire for revenge towards those who have hurt
us shows that your peace, indeed, is not within us.

You promise a new heaven and a new earth, so create new spirits and
lives within us, O God. Shattered by our sin, your heart can still heal
our brokenness. Your Spirit, living deep within our souls, can
teach us faithful ways. Your Word, Jesus Christ our Lord,
whispers to us of your mercy, your hope, your love.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
L: The Word which can transform is not some idle gossip, but good news for us.
C: It fills us with forgiveness, equips us for service, and sends us forth to love
others as God loves us. In our midst, the Holy Spirit teaches us all we need to
know, gives us what we need in order to be faithful, and fills us with peace.
Thanks be to God! Amen!

*ACT OF PRAISE NCH # 236 (black hymnal) Halle, Halle, Halle
ALL SING: Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah.

Hallelujah, hallelujah.

I am the resurrection, live in me. | am the way the truth, follow me. | am the
resurrection, live in me. Hallelujah, hallelujah.

Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah. Halle, halle, hallelujah. Hallelujah,

hallelujah.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Travis Pinci
SCRIPTURE Psalm 67 (NRSV)
John 14:23-29 (NRSV)
SERMON Michael Maletz



HYMN OF THE DAY NCH NO. 498 (see below)

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love

Traditional Mexican Folk Hymn, 1988
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: God of unending compassion and steadfast love, we come to you with hearts full—full
of gratitude, of ache, of questions, of hope. First, we give thanks. For beauty that
catches our breath, for quiet moments and loud laughter, for people who see us and
love us anyway.

L: For sunshine that warms the skin, for the steady rhythm of the seasons, for meals
shared, games played, walks taken, and time spent with those we love—we say, Thank
you.
C: We give you thanks, O God.
L: For the joys of our hearts—spoken and unspoken—we pause and name them now
aloud orinsilence.

(All are invited to name joys aloud before God)

L: For all the joys spoken and held close to our hearts.
C: We give you thanks, O God.

L: On this Memorial Day, we remember those who laid down their lives in service to
others—those who believed in the hope of peace, and those whose names we will never
know. We honor their sacrifice and pray for peace to take root.
C: God of peace, hear our prayer.
L: We remember, too, those who carry grief—the empty chairs at tables, the
heaviness of memory. Wrap your comfort around all who mourn.
C: God of mercy, hold them close.
L: Jesus, on the night before your suffering, you washed your disciples’ feet and said:
“As | have loved you, so you must love one another.” Help us love not just in word but in
action—to ease the burdens of those around us, to stand for peace where there is
violence, to extend compassion in a world so in need.
C: God of love, make us instruments of your grace.
L: God, we lift to you the names of those on our hearts today—friends, neighbors, loved
ones in need of healing, of hope, of light in a dark season. We name them now aloud or
in silence.

(All are invited to name those is need of prayer aloud before God)

L: Be gentle with those we lift to you this day.

C: Loving God, be near to them.

L: We pray for this aching world—for those in the path of nature’s fierce forces,
for victims of violence and war, for those suffering in body, mind, or spirit.
Where fear thrives, bring calm. Where despair deepens, stir courage.

C: Christ our peace, bring healing to the nations.
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L: You, O God, are not distant—you are with us, working through our hands and hearts.
Through every act of mercy, you bless and are blessed. Help us be vessels of your
presence and carriers of your love.

C: Your love has no limits. Your grace has no end. Make us bold in love, tender in
spirit, and generous in hope as together we pray the words you have taught us.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

A TIME FOR SHARING
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP
OFFERTORY Symphony of Peace arr. Combs

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 431 UM HYMNAL (see next page) Let There Be Peace on Earth




Let There Be Peace on Earth

Sy Miller & Jill Jackson
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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BENEDICTION*
POSTLUDE Peace I Leave with You My Friends by Repp

References

The Call to Worship is written by Katherine Hawker for the Union Church UCC of Tekonsha,
1994. Posted on Outside the Box. http://liturgyoutside.net/ and accessed for use 5/14/25.

’The Prayer of the Day was provided as a resource on https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2011/08/opening-prayer-with-open-arms.html and accessed for use on
5/12/25.

3The Prayer of Confession was written as a resource and shared by Teri on the
RevGalBlogPals A Place for Prayer blog. http://revgalprayerpals.blogspot.ca/ and accessed for
use on 5/12/25.

*The Benediction is inspired by John 14: 23-29 and given as a resource for use by https://re-
worship.blogspot.com/2013/04/benediction-john-14.html and accessed for use on 5/14/25.
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