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In My Father’s House
The Hallway of Time

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in
the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort,
we also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you
can still participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for
them to enjoy! Additionally, after the children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade
are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to
attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of
the welcoming team for assistance!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
JOYS & CONCERNS

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME
PRELUDE Come, Now is the Time to Worship by Doerksen
CALL TO WORSHIP
L: We gather in the Hallway of God’s House—where time stretches from what has been
to what will be.
C: We come to remember, to give thanks, and to rejoice in Christ who reigns
through every season.
L: Each doorway opens to a story of grace, each wall bears the marks of God’s love.
C: We will walk the hallway together—celebrating the God who meets us in every
room.
L: Iinvite you to stand as comfortable as we join to praise our God who is always ready
to welcome us in.
*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*OPENING HYMN 580 UM HYMNAL (see below) Lead On, O King Eternal

Lead On O King Eternal

Henry T. Smart
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*TIME OF CONFESSION

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS
L: Gracious God, in this house of many rooms, we confess that we have closed
doors of compassion and left hallways of reconciliation empty.
C: Forgive us, O God. Cleanse our hearts and make room within us for your
mercy.
L: When we have walked away from your invitation, when we have locked others
out of our love—open us again, O God.
C: Renew us and restore us, that your grace may flow freely in us and through
us.
L: Hear this good news: Christ comes to dwell among us still. We are
forgiven, loved, and made new.
C: Thanks be to God! Amen.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
ADVENT—THE DOORWAY OF WAITING

REFLECTION
L: We pause in the hallway before the first doorway, the season of Advent. The air
smells of hope and pine. We wait for light to break through the dark.

SCRIPTURE READING Isaiah 2:1-5 (CEB)

PRAYER
L: Holy God,
C: you meet us in the doorway of another season—a threshold between
endings and beginnings. Keep us awake to your coming light. May the glow of
Advent hope guide us down every hallway of our lives. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 116 NCH (black hymnal, vs. 1,2, & 7, see next page)
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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O Come, O Come Emmanuel

arr. Thomas Helmore

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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CHRISTMAS—THE DOORWAY OF WONDER

REFLECTION
L: We turn another corner and find the hallway glowing warm. Joy spills from the
doorway, and God is found wrapped in human love. The sounds of angels and
laughter echo through the house—a reminder that God’s glory shines brightest in
humility.

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 2:1-14 (CEB)

PRAYER
L: God of wonder and incarnation,
C: you come to us not in power but in tenderness, not in splendor but is
simplicity. Open our eyes to see you in the everyday rooms of our lives—in
shared meals, soft laughter, and quiet moments of awe. May the joy of your
birth fill this house and every heart. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 148 NCH (black hymnal, see below) What Child is This?

What Child 1s This

William C. Dix, 1827-1898. *Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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EPIPHANY—THE DOORWAY OF DISCOVERY

REFLECTION
L: Further down the hall, the light grows brighter. The star that once led wise
travelers still beckons us to seek and to see. God’s mystery unfolds in unexpected
places, and the light that guides us still shines on those who wander.

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-12 (CEB)

PRAYER
L: Revealing God,
C: you draw us by starlight and wonder, calling us to follow where reason
cannot go. Guide our searching hearts and steady our steps, that we may find
Christ not only in holy places but shining in every face we meet. Amen.

*HYMN NO. 254 UM HYMNAL (see below, vs. 1 & 5) We Three Kings

We Three Kings

John Hopkins, Jr. 1857
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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LENT—THE DOORWAY OF SURRENDER

REFLECTION
L: The hallway narrows, quieter now. The laughter fades, and the air grows still.
Footsteps echo softly as we remember the One who walks toward the cross in
love. Early in his ministry, Jesus endured a time of testing and trial. Mark

describes it this way:
SCRIPTURE READING Mark 1:12-13 (CEB)

REFLECTION
L: So remembering all the trials of Jesus’ life, and seeking to deepen our own
faithfulness alongside his, we enter these forty days of penitence and
preparation—forty days of setting aside the things that keep us from right
relationship with God and with our neighbor, forty days of taking up a new way
that draws us closer to Christ.

PRAYER
L: Christ our King,
C: you could not be tempted by Satan, but we are not so pure. Help us in our
struggles with sin. Empower us to say no to the things we know are wrong,
and forgive us each day as we fall short. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Amen.

TIME FOR SHARING

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP
L: The sacrifices of Christ the King in the Lenten season remind us that we too are
called to sacrifice and serve one another. We do so this day by the act of offering.
May we give out of what we’ve been given to serve a world in need.

OFFERTORY HYMN NCH NO. 198 (black hymnal, see next page, vs. 1, 4-5)
Lift High the Cross

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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Lift High the Cross

Sydney Hugo Nicholson, 1916
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Generous God, bless these gifts and all who give them. May they open doors of
hope, widen hallways of welcome, and build your kingdom in every home. Amen.

HOLY WEEK—THE DOORWAY OF LOVE

REFLECTION
L: The hallway darkens here. The steps grow slower, the air more solemn. We walk

this stretch beside Christ—through the shadows of betrayal, the silence of denial,
and the weight of a love willing to be broken open for the world.

SCRIPTURE READING John 13:3-5, 12-15 (CEB)

PRAYER

L: Christ of compassion,
C: you kneel before us, and the world holds its breath. You take the posture of

a servant and show us what love looks like in motion. In this doorway of Holy
Week, teach us humility, tenderness, and courage—that we may follow you
through the cross and into the promise of new life. Amen.

HYMN NO. 229 NCH (black hymnal, see next page) Were You There?

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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Were You There

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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EASTER—THE DOORWAY OF LIFE

REFLECTION
L: The hallway grows still. The air holds its breath between endings and
beginnings. Then, just ahead, a flicker—light rising where the shadows once
lingered. The doorway of sorrow begins to glow with hope, and the stone of
silence begins to roll away.

Suddenly, the hallway bursts open with light. The stone is rolled away, and every
room of God’s house fills with song. Where there was sorrow, there is laughter;
where there was silence, alleluias rise. Christ is alive—and the world is forever
changed.

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 24:1-6a (CEB)

PRAYER
L: Living Christ,
C: you shatter the darkness and fling open the doors of death. You breathe
peace into fear, joy into despair, and life into all that was lost. Roll away the
stones that still seal our hearts, that we may run with the women to share
the news—Christ is risen! Alleluia! Amen.

*HYMN NO. 240 NCH (black hymnal, see next page, vs. 1-3)
Jesus Christ is Risen Today

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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Jesus Christ is Risen Today

Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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PENTECOST—THE DOORWAY OF FIRE AND BREATH

REFLECTION
L: Flames flicker in every mirror and corner. The Spirit rushes through the house,

filling the hallway with wind and song. Every room glows with light, and every
heart begins to beat with courage.

SCRIPTURE READING Acts 2:1-4,16-18 (CEB)

PRAYER
L: Spirit of the Living God,
C: rush again through the rooms of our hearts. Sweep away fear, awaken
faith, and stir up holy imagination. May your fire burn bright in us—warming
what has grown cold, igniting what has lain dormant, and lighting our way as
we follow Christ into the world. Amen.

HYMN NO. 2120 FWS (see next page, v. 1, 3-4) Spirit of Gentleness

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness

James K. Manley, 1978
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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ORDINARY TIME—THE DOORWAY OF FAITHFULNESS

REFLECTION
L: We linger here in the long stretch of hallway, where the echoes of celebration

fade into daily footsteps. Here, faith is found in the quiet work of love—in meals
shared, prayers whispered, kindness offered. God is here too, walking beside us
through the everyday.

SCRIPTURE READING Colossians 3:12-17 (CEB)

PRAYER
L: Steadfast God,
C: you meet us not only in the mountaintop moments, but in the steady
rhythm of our days. Teach us faithfulness in the ordinary—to serve with joy,
to forgive with grace, to love without end. When life feels uncertain, anchor
us again in your peace, until we can say with full hearts: it is well with our

souls. Amen.

HYMN NO. 438 NCH (black hymnal, see next page) When Peace, Like a River

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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When Peace Like a River

Horatio Go. Spafford, 1873 Philip P. Bliss, 1876

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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CHRIST THE KING—THE HALLWAY OPENS AHEAD

REFLECTION
L: And now we stand again in the hallway, looking ahead to the doorway of a new
year. Behind us, the footsteps of faith echo—from prophets and shepherds, from
disciples and saints, from our own lives lived in God’s house. Before us, Christ the
King stands—the one who opens every door, who reigns over every season, who
meets us in every room.

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 93 (CEB)

PRAYER
L: Ruler of heaven and earth,
C: your kingdom stretches from the manger to the cross, from the tomb to
eternity. Reign in our hearts, O Christ, that every word we speak and every
act of love might reflect your glory. As we step into a new season, keep us
walking the hallways of your grace—with gratitude for where we’ve been,
and hope for where you lead next. Amen.

WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM Go Ye Into All The World by Butler

BENEDICTION
L: Go now, beloved of God, from the hallway of remembrance, from the doorways of
grace, from the rooms that have shaped your faith. Wherever this week takes you, know
that Christ prepares a place for you, the Spirit goes with you, and the love of God makes
every space home.
C: Amen.

POSTLUDE Majesty by Hayford
Welcome Team Members—Tori Everhart, Cindy & Rick Hogentogler

Liturgists— Tama Allison & Jen Miller
Tech Team— Elaine Bevivino, Ron Miles, & Joe Vacante

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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