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In the Dark Streets Shineth: The Light of Hope

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in
the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort,
we also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you
can still participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for
them to enjoy! Additionally, after the children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade
are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to
attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of
the welcoming team for assistance!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
JOYS & CONCERNS

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME

WORSHIP CHOIR PRELUDE Prepare Your Heart by Beebe
CALL TO WORSHIP

L: In the shadowed corners of our world, we wait.

C: We wait for a word of promise, a glimmer of dawn.

L: The darkness is deep, yet hope stirs beneath it.

C: We are watching for light we cannot yet see.

L: Holy One, we are waiting for you.

C: We are searching for your light in the darkness.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
L: God of the morning and the midnight,
C: you meet us in the shadows and whisper of a dawn we cannot yet see. As we wait
and watch, kindle in us the courage to hope—hope that endures when night feels
endless, hope that trusts your promise to come again. Find us in the dark streets
and shine your light, O God. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 461 NCH (black hymnal)
Let Us Hope When Hope Seems Hopeless

Let us Hope when Hope seems Hopeless

Emma Lou Diemer, 1994 Prichard, 1830
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030
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1. Let us hopewhen hopeseems hope -less, when the dreams we
2. Faithand hope in love's com - pas-sion will sur - vivethough
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*TIME OF CONFESSION
INVITATION TO CONFESSION

TIME OF CONFESSION

P: God of the morning and the midnight,

C: the days grow shorter, the nights stretch long, and we admit that
sometimes it feels as though the light will never return. We have hurried past
the holy, turned inward instead of reaching out, and let fear dim the flame of
hope within us. We confess that we grow weary in the waiting. When
shadows linger, we lose sight of your promise. When the world’s noise
overwhelms, we forget your whisper. When despair settles in, we struggle to
believe in your dawn. Forgive us, renew us, and kindle in us the light of hope
once more. Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, 0 God. Amen.

REMINDER OF GRACE

ACTO

P: Hear the good news: Even in the longest night, God’s light is not extinguished. It
seeks us out, finds us where we are, and shines forgiveness into every shadow. In
Jesus Christ — the Light of the World — we are seen, we are loved, we are made
new.

C: Thanks be to God. The light shines, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
Amen.

F PRAISE NO. 108 (red hymnal, vs. 1 & 3) O Little Town of Bethlehem
ALL SING: O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above they
deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark streets
shineth the Everlasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the years are met in
thee tonight.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to
human hearts the blessings of His heaven; No ear may hear His coming, but in
this world of sin, Where meek souls will receive Him, still the dear Christ
entersin.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Deb Herlocker
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 2:1-5 (CEB)

Matthew 24:36-44 (CEB)
SERMON Sister Marianne Brock

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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HYMN OF THE DAY NCH NO. 121 (black hymnal, see below)

All Earth is Waiting

All Earth is Waiting

Alberto Taule

© 1988, United Methodist Publishing House/Abingdon Press

Transl. Gerture Suppe
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1. All earth is wait-ing to see thePromdised One,
2. Thus says theprophet to those of Is - ra - el
3. Moun-tainsand vall-eys will have to be madeplain;
4. In low-ly sta-ble the Promdsed One ap-peared,
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cries out for jus-tice and search-es for the truth.
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-gain, on ar-riv-ingChrist bringsusliberty.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: God of the morning and the midnight, we come to you as people who know both
shadows and sunrise. You meet us where we are—in our doubts and our longing, in our
busy streets and our quiet corners. You are the Light that finds us even here.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We pray for your world, O God—for lands marked by war and worry, for
neighborhoods where fear walks freely, and for creation that waits for healing. Where
people hunger for peace, for safety, for daily bread, let your dawn begin to rise.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We pray for our community—for those who wait for good news, for those facing
uncertain days, and for all who work to bring kindness and justice close to home. Shine
your light through this church, that we may be bearers of your hope in York and beyond.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We give thanks for the light of joy that already glows among us. For laughter shared,
for healing that has begun, for acts of generosity that warm the cold corners of the
world. We name our joys aloud now, trusting that you delight in our gratitude.

(Pause for spoken joys.)
Thank you for the hope these joys bring.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We also lift to you those who carry heavy hearts this morning—those who grieve,
those who areill, those who feel alone or afraid. Hear now the names of those who need
your care, as we speak them aloud or hold them in the quiet of our hearts.

(Pause for spoken concerns.)
Give us hope when we feel discouraged and filled with grief.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: God of Hope, gather all our prayers—spoken and silent—and kindle them into light.
Help us to trust that even now, your dawn is breaking. Through Christ, the Light of the
World, we pray, so together we join in the prayer Christ has taught us.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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TIME FOR SHARING
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP
OFFERTORY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
L: God of hope,
C: receive these gifts and kindle them into light. Let what we give today
remind us that your promises are still unfolding. Use our offerings to shine
your hope into every darkened place. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN NCH NO. 46 (black hymnal, see below) Hope of the World

Hope of the World

Georgia Harkness, 1954 James P. Harding, 1892
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1. Hope of the world, O Christ of greatcom - pas - sion,
2. Hope of the world, God's %)ift of our re - demp - tion,
3. Hope of the world, who y the cross did save us
4. Hope of the world, O Christ, o'er death vic - to - rious,
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Save us your peo - plefrom con- sum-ing pas - sion,
Still let your Spir - it un - to us be giv - en
We ren-der back the love your mer-cy  gave us;
We would be  faith - ful to your gos - pel glo - rious;
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from false pur - suits through which our lives are worn.
to  healearth's wounds and end its bit - ter strife.
take back our lives and use them as you will
our Sov-ereign who for - ev - er more shall reign.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*BENEDICTION!
L: Go now, disciples of Christ, and shine your light.
C: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine — in hope.
L: Where will you shine your light?
C: We will shine our light of hope —on ourselves, our families, our friends, and our
community.
P: God will use your shining light of hope to bless all of creation. So go, children of the
Light, and know that the Light of the World goes with you —Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

POSTLUDE

Thank you to Sister Marianne Brock for presiding over worship today and for Cody Eckenrode
for serving as guest organist.

Welcome Team Members—Jeff & Nancy Sleeger
Liturgist— Deb Herlocker
Tech Team— Jack Herlocker, Ron Miles, Eloise Rhinehart

The Benediction was written by Deb Herlocker for our Advent Series.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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