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Second Sunday of Advent 

In the Dark Streets Shineth: The Light of Peace 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a  
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in 

the offering plate when it is passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book 
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.   

  

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort, 
we also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you 

can still participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for 
them to enjoy! Additionally, after the children’s message,  

children from 3 years old—6th grade are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom 
downstairs. They can choose to attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their 

parents. Please see a member of the welcoming team for assistance!  
  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS & CONCERNS 

  

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME 

  

PRELUDE      O Come, O Come Emmanuel                     Traditional 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

 L: We wait for peace — not the kind the world invents, 
 C: but the peace that reaches tired hearts. 

 L: We search the wilderness for your path, O God. 
 C: We listen for the voice that cries, “Prepare the way.” 

 L: Even now, your light flickers on the horizon. 
 C: We are searching for your peace in the darkness. 
  

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY1 

 L: God of the wilderness and the whisper, 
 C: Fill our hearts with your faith—Where there is faith, there is love, 

 Where there is love, there is peace, Where there is peace, we find you.  Amen. 
  

*OPENING HYMN NO. 116 NCH (black hymnal, vs. 1, 4, 5, & 6) 

                                                                                                                                          O Come, O Come Emmanuel 
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*TIME OF CONFESSION 

 INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

  

 TIME OF CONFESSION 

  P: God of stillness and song, 
C: we confess that we rush through this season, seeking peace in all the 
wrong places. We chase perfection and call it preparation. We confuse 
busyness with purpose. Forgive us for the ways we crowd out your voice. 
Calm our anxious hearts. Center us in your presence. Teach us again to rest in 
the quiet of your peace. Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O 
God. Amen. 

  

 REMINDER OF GRACE 

P: Hear this promise: The God who meets us in the wilderness also meets us in the 
noise. God’s peace comes not to those who have it all together, but to those 
willing to breathe and be still. In Christ, we are forgiven, restored, and made 
whole. 
C: Thanks be to God. The light shines, and the darkness cannot overcome it. 
Amen. 

  

 ACT OF PRAISE NO. 108 (red hymnal, vs. 1 & 3)                          O Little Town of Bethlehem 

ALL SING: O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy 
deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark streets 
shineth the Everlasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the years are met in 
thee tonight. 

  

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given! So God imparts to 
human hearts the blessings of His heaven; No ear may hear His coming, but in 
this world of sin, Where meek souls will receive Him, still the dear Christ 
enters in. 

  

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                   Travis Pinci 
  

SCRIPTURE                                                                                  Isaiah 11:1-10 (CEB) 

                                             Matthew 3:1-12 (CEB) 

          

SERMON                                                                                  Rev. Susan Emmons 

                                      Looking Out, Looking In: John the Baptizer 

  

   

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY NCH NO. 120 (black hymnal, see below)      There’s a Voice in the Wilderness 

  

  

 

 

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE   
P: God of peace that surpasses all understanding, we come to you from our hurried 
weeks and restless hearts. You invite us to breathe, to listen, to rest in your quiet 
presence. Settle us now in your stillness. 

 C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God. 

P: We pray for a world that longs for calm—for places torn by conflict and hatred, for 
leaders who bear heavy burdens, for those whose days are filled with fear. Let your 
peace take root and grow, softening even the hardest ground. 
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God. 

P: We pray for the world community—for those who wait for good news, for those facing 
uncertain days, and for all who work to bring kindness and justice close to home. Shine 
your light through this church, that we may be bearers of your hope in York and beyond. 

 C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God. 

P: We pray for those who worry and work to bring your peace right here—for teachers 
and nurses, for caretakers and neighbors, for those who carry hidden stress or silent 
worry. Help us to be instruments of your peace, speaking gently, acting kindly, loving 
well.  

 C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God. 

 P: We give thanks for moments of rest, laughter, and kindness—the small glimpses of 
peace that remind us your Spirit is near. We name our joys aloud now, trusting you 
rejoice with us. 

     (Pause for spoken joys.) 

  

 P: Hold these joys of our hearts. 
 C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God. 

 P: We hold before you those weighed down by worry or pain—those who grieve, those 
awaiting diagnosis, those searching for comfort or healing. Hear now the names and 
needs we lift aloud or in silence. 
     (Pause for spoken concerns.) 

  

 P: Bring us peace in the midst of concern and grief. 
 C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God. 

P: God of Peace, calm our hearts and this world you so love. Make your gentle light shine 
through us, that others may find rest in your grace. Through Christ, the Light of the 
World, we pray, Amen. 

  

  

  

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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TIME FOR SHARING 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 

 OFFERTORY (sung by Caitlin Damon)                                 Glory (Let There Be Peace) by Maher 

 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

L: God of peace, 
C: you calm our hearts and steady our hands. Bless these offerings and make 
them instruments of your peace. Where there is conflict, bring compassion; 
where there is fear, bring your calm. Let your light of peace shine through all 
we share. Amen. 

  

WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM   A Star Will Soon Shine                       by Price & Besig 

  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

L: Holy and gracious God, we give you thanks—for creating a world of beauty and 
belonging, for breathing life into us, and for never letting us go. When we turned 
away, you sent prophets to remind us of your promise. When our hearts were 
restless, you spoke peace into the world through your Son, Jesus Christ—who 
came as a child of hope, lived among us with mercy and compassion, and offered 
himself for us in love. For all your goodness and grace, for the peace that passes  
understanding, we give you thanks and praise, joining our voices with angels and 
all who dwell in your house, saying: 
C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

 SHARING OF THE BREAD AND CUP 

  

  

  

 

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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 *POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

L: God of stillness and light, 
C: in this meal you have gathered us into your peace. As the world stirs 
around us, help us carry your calm into our homes and our hearts. May the 
bread we have broken strengthen us for service, and the cup we have shared 
remind us that your peace is for all. In the name of the One who is our peace, 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 

  

*CLOSING HYMN UM HYMNAL NO. 431 (see below)                                Let There Be Peace on Earth 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 

-7- 



*BENEDICTION2 

L: Go now, disciples of Christ, and shine your light. 
C: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine — for peace. 
L: Where will you shine your light? 

C: We will shine our light of peace —on ourselves, our families, our friends, and our 
community. 
P: God will use your shining light of peace, to bless all of creation. So go,   

 children of the Light, and know that the Light of the World goes with you — 

 Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 C: Amen. 
  

POSTLUDE                  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence      by Williams
   

Thank you to Rev. Susan Emmons for presiding over worship today. Thank you to Caitlin 
Damon for providing special music. 
  

Thank you to Lee & Patsy Brown for providing our Christmas trees and the wreaths on our 
front door! 
 

Welcome Team Members— Deb & Terry Barnes, Nancy & Jesse Smith 

Liturgist— Tori Everhart 

Tech Team— Elaine Bevivino, Joe Vacante 

  
1The Prayer of the Day was written by Lana Fritz for our In The Dark Streets Shineth Worship Series  
2The Benediction was written by Deb Herlocker for our Advent Series.  
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