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In the Dark Streets Shineth: The Light of Joy

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in
the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort,
we also have a children’s corner in the back narthex where your child can relax and play and you
can still participate in the worship experience. We have children’s books and activity bags for
them to enjoy! Additionally, after the children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade
are invited to participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to
attend Sunday school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of
the welcoming team for assistance!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
JOYS & CONCERNS

INTRODUCTION TO THE THEME
PRELUDE O How Joyfully Traditional

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: We wait for joy that is deeper than laughter.
C: We wait for the song that rises before the dawn.
L: In the stillness, we sense it — joy finding its way.
C: In the shadows, something begins to sing.
L: Our hearts lean toward the light.
C: We are searching for your joy in the darkness.
*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
-1-


http://www.mtzionucc.org/

PRAYER OF THE DAY

L: God of the dawn,
C: your joy surprises us in the most ordinary places. When our hearts are heavy and

our songs feel far away, teach us to listen for your laughter rising in the shadows.
Turn our waiting into singing, our longing into joy. Find us in the dark streets and

shine your light, O God. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN NO. 117 NCH (black hymnal) Lift Up Your Head, O Mighty Gates

Lift Up Your Heads, O Mighty Gates

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*TIME OF CONFESSION
INVITATION TO CONFESSION

TIME OF CONFESSION
P: God of joy and promise
C: we confess that we forget to rejoice. We let worry cloud our vision, and
cynicism crowd out your wonder. We withhold laughter out of fear that joy
might not last. Forgive us, O God. Remind us that joy is not the absence of
sorrow but your presence even in the midst of it. Turn our waiting into
singing, our silence into praise. Find us in the dark streets and shine your
light, 0 God. Amen.

REMINDER OF GRACE
P: Hear the good news: God’s joy is already rising within you. In Christ, your heart
is renewed, your song restored. In Christ, you are forgiven—this day and always.
C: Thanks be to God. The light shines, and the darkness cannot overcome it.
Amen.

ACT OF PRAISE NO. 108 (red hymnal, vs. 1 & 2) O Little Town of Bethlehem
ALL SING: O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy
deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark streets
shineth the Everlasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the years are met in
thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, While mortals sleep, the
angels keep Their watch of wondering love. O morning stars, together
Proclaim the holy birth! And praises sing to God the King, And peace to men

on earth!
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Travis Pinci
SCRIPTURE Isaiah 35:1-10 (CEB)
Luke 1:46-55 (CEB)
SERMON Rev. Susan Emmons

To a Girl Named Mary an Angel Came

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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HYMN OF THE DAY (see below) Canticle of the Turning

Canticle of the Turning

Rory Cooney
© 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. *Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER

P: God of laughter and song, you are the joy that rises even before the dawn.
When our hearts grow weary, you hum a melody of hope. Open us to your
gladness, O God.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We pray for the world—for those who have forgotten how to smile, for those who live
with constant sorrow, for children whose laughter is silenced by fear. Let joy break
through despair like sunlight on snow.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We pray for our community—for celebrations that bring people together, for music
and art that lift our spirits, for helpers and friends who make hard days easier. Make this
church a place where joy is shared freely.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We thank you, O God, for signs of joy among us—for milestones reached, for kindness
received, for laughter that has healed something deep inside. We name our joys aloud
now, as gifts of your goodness.

(Pause for spoken joys.)
P: Thank you for the joy these blessings bring.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: We remember those for whom joy feels far away—those who grieve, those who ache
in body or spirit, those who watch and wait for your healing light. Hear now the names
and needs we lift before you.

(Pause for spoken concerns.)
P: Give us not happiness—but the deep-seated joy in you when we feel discouraged and
filled with grief.
C: Find us in the dark streets and shine your light, O God.
P: God of Joy, keep singing over us until every heart knows your glad refrain. Help us to
trust that even now, your dawn is breaking. Through Christ, the Light of the World, we
pray, so together we join in the prayer Christ has taught us.
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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TIME FOR SHARING

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP

OFFERTORY

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION
L: God of joy,
C: you delight in cheerful giving and grateful hearts. Take these gifts and let
them dance with your joy. May they bring comfort where there is sorrow, and
laughter where there is longing. Let your light of joy spread through our
giving. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN NO. 106 NCH (black hymnal, see below)
My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise

My Heart Sings Out with Joyful Praise

Ruth Duck © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc.

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*BENEDICTION!
L: Go now, disciples of Christ, and shine your light.
C: This little light of mine, I’m gonna let it shine — with joy.
L: Where will you shine your light?
C: We will shine our light of joy —on ourselves, our families, our friends, and our
community.
P: God will use your shining light of joy to bless all of creation. So go, children of the
Light, and know that the Light of the World goes with you —Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.
C: Amen.

POSTLUDE

Special Thanks to our Advent Team!!!
Elaine Bevivino
Lana Fritz
Deb Herlocker
Cindy Hogentogler
Melody Stine

Thank you to Rev. Susan Emmons for presiding over worship today.

Thank you to Lee & Patsy Brown for providing our Christmas trees and the wreaths on our
front door!

Welcome Team Members— Tori Everhart & Barb Stebbins

Liturgist— Cindy Hogentogler
Tech Team— John Kollasch, Ron Miles

The Benediction was written by Deb Herlocker for our Advent Series.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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