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CHRISTMAS EVE: Yet in the Dark Streets Shineth 

  

Christmas Eve is a joyous time for all who open their hearts and minds to our loving 

 Creator. Let us allow the true meaning of Christmas to stir up love within us. During the service 
today, we will be serving communion. Please know that all are invited to  

participate in Holy Communion. 
  

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest we invite you to take a  
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in 

the offering plate when it is passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book 
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.  

  
We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! We have 

children’s books and activity bags in the side hallway for them to enjoy! We pray God’s blessing 
upon you. For today’s service, we will be using the red & black hymnals. 

  

GATHERING MUSIC       Children of Bethlehem                                                       Paxton
                       played/sung by Mike Gibbs & Tim Pritchard 

WORDS OF WELCOME 

 

PRELUDE     Little Baby Jesus                     by Sprenkle
                                                                               played/sung by Mike Gibbs & Tim Pritchard 

CALL TO WORSHIP  

 L: The streets glow softly tonight; the waiting has reached its holy hush. 
 C : We gather in wonder, as heaven leans close to earth. 

L: In the dark, the cry of a newborn breaks open the world. The promise takes breath, 
and light floods what once was shadow. 

 C: Love has a name. Hope has a heartbeat. The Light of the World has come. 
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L: This is the night when the Word becomes flesh, when grace finds its voice in  the 
song of angels. 

 C : Glory to God in the highest! Peace on earth, good will to all. 

 L: The light that once filled Bethlehem’s streets now finds its home here, 
 as we lift our hearts in worship and wonder. 
  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: God of glory, 
C : we have waited, we have searched, and now we stand in the glow of your 
coming. The child of promise has arrived, and still the wonder takes our breath 
away. Let the light of this night fill our hearts and spill into the world. You have 
found us in the dark streets — shine through us, O God. Amen. 
L: The promise has arrived — the light has come. Glory fills the night and grace fills the 
air. 

  

L: I invite you to stand now as comfortable for the child of light is born among us. Come, 
let us adore him. 

  

*GATHERING HYMN NO. 112 (red hymnal, see next page, vs. 1 & 3)  
                                             O Come All Ye Faithful 
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*PRAYERS OF CELEBRATION 

 L: On this night of light and wonder, we pause our songs of praise to lift our hearts in 
prayer. Let us join together in these Prayers of Celebration, giving thanks for the Light 
that still shines among us. 

  

 L: God of radiant love, on this holy night Your light shines among us. 
C: We celebrate the love that finds us in every shadow and shines through every 
heart. 

 L: God of peace that glows steady and sure, You come into the world not with power, but 
with presence. 
C: We celebrate Your peace that calms our fears and calls us to be peacemakers in 
our time. 

 L: God of joy that sparkles in the darkness, You gladden the hearts of shepherds and 
angels alike. 
C: We celebrate the joy You awaken in us and in all who hear good news this night. 

 L: God of love that cannot be contained, You choose the smallest places for Your 
greatest glory. 
C: We celebrate Your light shining in manger and heart alike—in this small place 
made holy by Your presence. 

 L: God of compassion, You come to dwell among those who are weary, waiting, or 
afraid. 
C: We celebrate Your mercy that meets us here and ask Your healing for all who are 
in need this night. 

 L: God of incarnation, when You became flesh, You made room for us all. 
C: We celebrate Your Kingdom come among us, where hope, peace, joy, and love 
still shine bright. 

 L: God of Christmas, bless us as we once again behold Your glory. 
C: We rejoice that Your light still shines and Your grace still finds us—now and 
always. Amen. 

 L: The angels’ song still echoes through the night—a call not only to shepherds long ago, 
but to all who have seen the light break through the darkness. Let us join their song of 
wonder and worship, lifting our voices as one to proclaim:  

 C: Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King. 
  

HYMN OF PRAISE NO. 104 (red hymnal, see next page, vs. 1 & 4)  
                                                                                                                                  Angels From the Realms of Glory 
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FIRST LESSON                                                                         Isaiah 9:2-7 (CEB) 

 L: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.  
 C: Thanks be to God! 

  

QUARTET ANTHEM   Jesus, What a Wonderful Child                              arr. Dilworth 

  

SECOND LESSON                                                                                                                        Titus 2:11-14 (CEB) 

 P: The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

                       
HYMN OF RESPONSE NO. 107 (red hymnal, see below, vs. 1 & 4)  
                                                                                                                                      It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
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GOSPEL READING                                                                              Luke 2:1-20 (CEB) 

 L: The Word of God for the people of God. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

  

QUARTET ANTHEM    He is Born                by Armstrong 

  

CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 

                                                       
*HYMN OF THE DAY NO. 108 (red hymnal, see below)              O Little Town of Bethlehem 
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OFFERING 

 INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 

 OFFERTORY    The Cherry Tree Carol                                               (Traditional) 

                                                                                      played/sung by Mike Gibbs & Tim Pritchard 

 PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

L: God of holy light, 
C: you have entered our world with grace upon grace. Receive these 
offerings, given with thankful hearts. May they brighten dark corners, 
comfort the weary, and remind all people that your love has come near. 
Amen.  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

  

The communion liturgy will be sung to the tune of “What Child is This.” Please join in this liturgy 
as we prepare for the sacrament of Holy Communion. 

  

L: Lift up your hearts unto the Lord. Sing unto God your praises. We gather on this holy 
night. We gather at this table. 
ALL SING: Lift, lift your hearts up high! Sing praise to God, and glorify!  Praise, 
praise, the Prince of Peace, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

L: God breathed in us the breath of life. God gave the gift of Eden. We turned away and 
sin was born; We sought for greener gardens. 
ALL SING: Lift, lift your hearts up high! Sing praise to God, and glorify!  Praise, 
praise, the Prince of Peace, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

L: God called to us from age to age through messengers and prophets. When we would 
not our hearts give way, the Word-made-flesh God sent us. 
ALL SING: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

L: O Holy God of power and might! Hosanna in excelsis! Blessed be the one who in your 
name comes! Hosanna in the highest! 
ALL SING: This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

L: The Word-made-flesh, Emmanuel; God, come to live among us! He preached good 
news: the kingdom come! A light shone in the darkness. 
ALL SING: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through! The Cross be borne for me for you. 
Hail! Hail, the Word made flesh; the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

 L: And on the night he was betrayed, Christ took the bread and broke it.  
 Thanking God, he shared this gift. “Remember, when you eat it!” 

ALL SING: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through! The Cross be borne for me for you. 
Hail! Hail, the Word made flesh; the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
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L: He took the cup and raised it up. “My life I pour out for you. From sin, set free! 
Remember me! We covenant anew.” 

ALL SING: Nails, spear shall pierce Him through! The Cross be borne for me for you. 
Hail! Hail, the Word made flesh; the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

L: Pour out your Spirit, Holy God, upon these gifts, and bless them. Make them for us the 
Bread of Life, the Cup of our Salvation! 
ALL SING: Raise, raise the song on high! The Virgin sings her lullaby: Joy, joy  for 
Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 

L: As we raise the song on high and rejoice in Christ birth, together let us share Christ’s 
prayer: 
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever. Amen. 

  

 SHARING OF THE ELEMENTS (all cups contain grape juice) 

  

At Mt. Zion all are welcome to share in Christ’s meal. Today, Communion will be  
distributed by our Welcome Team members and passed down the pews for  

distribution —first bread, then the cup which is filled with grape juice. Gluten Free wafers are 
available as desired. We invite you to hold your bread and cup until the  

community is invited to eat together by the Pastor. Please dispose of your cup after  
worship. 

  

During the sharing of the elements, we will be singing various Christmas Carols. Words for the 
songs will be listed on the screens. The hymnal numbers are also listed on the  

below if you’d prefer to use a hymnal.  
  

The First Noel, #118 (red hymnal, v.1) 

Angels We Have Heard on High #105 (red hymnal, v. 1) 

Away in a Manger, #109 (red hymnal, v. 1) 
  

 PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (to the tune of “What Child is This”) 

L: Thank God for Holy Mystery; Body of Christ; the gift of life! As we depart, let us 
take heart: God’s light will lead us always!  
ALL SING: Raise, raise the song on high! The Virgin sings her lullaby: Joy, joy, 
for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary! 

   

SOPRANO SOLO (sung by Debbie Butcher)   O Holy Night                         by Adam 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 L: Tonight the waiting ends, but the wonder begins. The light we’ve longed for is  here—
fragile, radiant, real. Still, we come carrying shadows from the year  
 behind us: regrets unspoken, hopes unmet, griefs we still cradle. Yet God’s light  does 
not shrink from the dark; it shines within it. So, let us join together in  
 confession and forgiveness. 
  

 L: God of holy night and heavenly light,  
C:  We confess that we forget how near You are. We have rushed through Your 
wonder, and we have not always made room for Your love. Forgive us,  O God. 
Meet us in our weariness, in our silence, in our awe. Shine Your light into 
every shadow until all that is broken glimmers with grace. Find us in the dark 
streets and shine Your light, O God. Amen. 

  P: Hear the good news: The light has come and dwells among us. In Christ, you  
  are forgiven—we all are forgiven--and renewed.  

C: Thanks be to God. Christ’s light is here! The light shines, and the darkness 
cannot overcome it. Amen. 

  

*INVITATION TO THE LIGHT 

  

Our Welcome Team members will distribute Christ’s light to the ends of the aisle. When passing 
Christ’s light, we ask that lit candles stand tall and steady while unlit candles tip to receive the 

light. 
  

  CAROL (see next page)                                                Silent Night, Holy Night 
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*INVITATION TO JOY 

 P: The light of Christ now shines in every heart that has made room. 
 L: What began in stillness now stirs with wonder. 
 P: The waiting is over; love has come near. 
 C: Christ’s light is here, and our hearts rejoice in its glow. 

 L: Let us lift our voices together proclaiming— 

 C: Joy to the World! 

  

Individual lights are extinguished as light returns to the Sanctuary. 
  

SENDING HYMN NO. 120 (red hymnal, see next page)                                    Joy to the World 
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*BENEDICTION 

P: As you leave this holy night, carry the light that has found you here—soft enough to 
calm your fears, strong enough to guide your way, radiant enough to shine through you 
for all to see. May Christ’s love dwell within you, God’s grace surround you, and the 
Spirit’s light lead you home. Go in peace, for the Light of Christ goes with you—shining 
before you, within you, and through you. 

 C: Amen. 
  

POSTLUDE     The Shepherd’s Song                                 by Sprenkle 

                                                                                                          played/sung by Mike Gibbs & Tim Pritchard 
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Merry Christmas to All!   
 

Welcome Team & Communion Servers: Jodi Bender, Deb & Terry Barnes 

Guest Preacher: Rev. Susan Emmons 

Liturgist: Deb Herlocker 

Tech Team: Jack Herlocker 

  

Thank you to Debbie Butcher, Mike Gibbs, & Tim Pritchard for enhancing tonight’s  
worship with their talents. Thank you to the vocal quartet for their meaningful musical 
contribution to this evening. The quartet is made up of: Debbie Butcher, Brenda Beyer, Mike 
Gibbs, & Braden Bicher. 
  

Thank you to our Advent Team: Elaine Bevivino, Deb Herlocker, Lana Fritz, Cindy  
Hogentogler, & Melody Stine for arranging the beautiful decorations in our sanctuary! 

  

Thank you to Patsy & Lee Brown, of Brown’s Tree Farm, for donating our Christmas tree and 
wreaths.   
  

Thank you to Jim Beyer for creating the beautiful art for our bulletin cover! 

  

If you commune, please complete a communion card found in the pew racks and place it in 
the offering plate. 
  

During the candle lighting ceremony, please hold lighted candles vertical, and tip the  
unlighted candle to the lighted one. 
  

Please pick up your 2026 offering envelopes if you haven’t already done so.  They are on the 
table in the west narthex. All 2025 contributions must be received at the church on or before 
December 28th, 2025 in order to get credited to your 2025 giving statements.  
  

Mt. Zion is Streaming!  This service will be posted on the Mt. Zion website 

at: www.mtzionucc.org/live, with both a live feed (during the actual service) and a version you 
can watch later.  
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