
Mt. Zion United Church of Christ 

1054 Ridgewood Road, York, Pennsylvania 17406 

Telephone: 717-755-6117 

E-mail:  office@mtzionucc.org 

Website: www.mtzionucc.org 
  

Rev. Amy E. Northridge, Pastor 

Louis Allison, Tech Director 

Travis Pinci, Accompanist, Children’s Music Coordinator, & Church Administrator 
  

February 18, 2026                                                                                                                                      3:00 & 7:00 PM 

Valleys of Lent 

Ash Wednesday: Valley of Dry Bones 

With Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a  
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in 

the offering plate when it is passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book 
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.   

  

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! For your comfort, 
we have children’s books and activity bags for them to enjoy in the side narthex! Please see a 

member of the welcoming team for assistance!  
  

WORDS OF WELCOME 

SCRIPTURE READING           Genesis 3:8-20 (NRSVUE) 

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 L: I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where will my help come? 

 C: My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 

 L: He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
 C: He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 

L: Even in the darkest valley, no evil need be feared. The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is 
your shade at your right hand. 

 C: The sun shall not strike you by day nor the moon by night. 

 L: The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
C: The Lord will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and 
forevermore. 
L: Even in the darkest valley, no evil need be feared. To you we lift up our eyes, O  you 
who are enthroned in the heavens! 
C: As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to 
the hand of her mistress, so our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy 
on us. 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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*GATHERING HYMN NO. 2138 (FWS, see next page)           Sunday’s Palm are Wednesday’s Ashes 

  

  

  

 

 

 

  

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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*TIME OF CONFESSION & IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 CALL TO CONFESSION 

L: Tonight, we find ourselves in a valley. Not because we failed, but because every 
long journey eventually leads us here. Our hearts wander. Our faith grows tired. 
Our hope wears thin. And still, God meets us in the valley. Not with judgment, but 
with breath. So trusting that the Spirit still moves among dry bones and still 
gathers wandering hearts, let us confess our sin and our need for God’s restoring 
grace. Together, let us pray. 

  

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

  L: God of breath and bone,  
C: we confess that we are weary. We wandered far from you and from one 
another. We have chased voices that promised life but left us dry and hollow. 

  

We remember tonight that we are dust, and to dust we shall return. We 
confess that without you, we cannot make ourselves live. Forgive us for the 
harm we have caused through what we have done and what we have left 
undone. Forgive us for the ways we have settled for survival instead of trust, 
for wandering instead of listening. 

  

Meet us here in this valley. Speak again to what feels lifeless in us. Breathe 
your Spirit into our dry bones until hope stirs and faith rises. We trust the 
good news: that through the cross of Jesus Christ, death does not get the 
final word, and even in the valley, new life is possible. So lead us forward in 
you. 

  

 INVITATION TO RECEIVE ASHES 

 IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

 ABSOLUTION OF SINS 

 SONG OF TURNING (to the tune of the Doxology)                                                   Valleys of Lent 

ALL SING: Valleys of Lent before us loom, Broad vistas fraught with dread and 
gloom. Good Shepherd, be our help and guide; Safely we travel at your side. 

  

Breathe on us, Lord; behold our strife; Breathe on us with your breath of life. 
Help us this Lenten lesson learn: “Fashioned from dust, to dust return!” 

  

  

 

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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INTRODUCTION TO LENTEN JOURNEY & PASSPORTS/CHILDREN’S MESSAGE   

                   
(7:00 PM) WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM   I Surrender All                 arr. Johnson 

  

SCRIPTURE                                                                        Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NRSVUE)  
       

TIME OF REFLECTION 

 DRAMA 

 SERMON 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY (to the tune of Infant Holy, Infant Lowly, see below)   
                                                                                                                                            Christ, the Life of All the Living 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

L: We are ashes, Creator God, fashioned from the dust of the earth, to which we must 
return.  We are dust, Creator God, besmudged with sin and disobedience,  and to dust 
we must return. But we are your dust, Creator God, fashioned by your fingers and 
breathed into by your own life-giving breath. We came into being at your behest. And 
now, most gracious God, we poor sinners do beseech you: Come to deliver us, whom 
you made from dust.  

 C: Let your Holy Spirit breathe new life into these dry bones.  
L: Blow upon the dry valleys of our existence. Hover over us as once your Spirit brooded 
over the face of the deep, and refresh us with the forgiveness bought by the blood of 
Jesus Christ, who gave up his breath on the cross so that we might be revived. Come to 
deliver us, whom you made from dust.  

 C: Let your Holy Spirit breathe new life into these dry bones.  
 L: Accompany us through every valley we traverse this Lenten season and  throughout 

our lives. Be present to deliver us from fearsome enemies and slithering temptations; 
keep our feet from falling, our minds from wandering, our wills from wavering. 
Whenever we are confronted by the old evil Foe, come to deliver us, whom you made 
from dust.  

 C: Let your Holy Spirit breathe new life into these dry bones.  
L: With the tender concern of a shepherd, care for those for whom we care, the sick and 
the injured, the hospitalized and the homebound, the lonely and despairing, the 
frightened and the oppressed, and those who grieve. Bring them once again to green 
pastures and still waters, and refresh their souls. Come to deliver us, whom you made 
from dust.  

 C: Let your Holy Spirit breathe new life into these dry bones.  
 L: Let war and strife give place to peace and con-cord throughout the world, and  make 

us instruments of your peace, those who work for life in the midst of the death that 
surrounds us. For all humanity, in every place we pray: Come to deliver us, whom you 
made from dust.  

 C: Let your Holy Spirit breathe new life into these dry bones.  
 L: For the sake of him who gave up his spirit for us all, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

TIME FOR SHARING 

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 

 OFFERTORY      Ashes                                   by Conry 

 OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  L: God of mercy,  
C: we offer these gifts as signs of our gratitude and our need. Receive them, 
and receive us, breathing life into what feels small or worn. Use all that we 
bring to serve your world with love. Amen. 

  *Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO RECEIVE 

 POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

L: I invite you to stand as comfortable to join in our post communion prayer. God 
of mercy, 
C: we thank you for meeting us at this table. You have fed us in the valley and 
strengthened us for the journey ahead. Carry this grace into our weary 
places. Breathe life into what feels dry within us, until we are raised again to 
walk in your love. Amen. 

  

*CLOSING HYMN (see below)                                                                                      Journey to Gethsemane 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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*BENEDICTION (Isaiah 40:28-31) 
 L: The Lord is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 C: He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 L: He gives power to the faint and to him who has no might he increases  strength. 
 C: Even youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall fall  
 exhausted; 
 L: But those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
 C: They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
 L: They shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. 
 L2: Go in peace, you do not walk alone. 
 C: Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE    Beneath the Cross of Jesus            by Maker 

      

© 2005, 2026 Creative Communications for the Parish, a division of Bayard, 1564 Fencorp Dr., 
Fenton, MO 63026. 800-325-9414. www.creativecommunications.com. All rights reserved.  
  

Welcome Team Members 3:00 PM— Doris Loucks, Bob Katherman, & Lana Fritz 

Welcome Team Members 7:00 PM—Elaine Bevivino, Becky Hester, & John & Connie Wolfe 

Liturgist 3:00 PM— Brenda Beyer 

Liturgist 7:00 PM—Deb Herlocker 

Tech Team 3:00 PM— Louis Allison & Ron Miles 

Tech Team 7:00 PM—Jack Herlocker, John Kollasch, & Eloise Rhinehart 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 *Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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