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Ascension Sunday: Hearts that Rise, Feet that Go
A Service of Lessons, Prayer, and Songs

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in
the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! We have
children’s books and activity bags for them to enjoy in the side narthex! Additionally, after the
children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade are invited to
participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to attend Sunday
school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of the welcoming
team for assistance!

WORDS OF WELCOME
INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM Song of Joy by Besig/Althouse
GATHERING: HEARTS AWAKENING

CALL TO WORSHIP
L: Christ is lifted beyond our sight—
C: and yet, not beyond our reach.
L: Christ ascends into heaven—
C: and yet, remains among us.
L: Our hearts rise to meet him—
C: and our feet are called to follow.
L: Come, let us worship the One who rises—
C: and sends us out in love.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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GATHERING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN (see next two pages) Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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Alleluia! Sing to Jesus

William C. Dix, 1837-1898

Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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HEARTS BEING STEADIED

SCRIPTURE Luke 24:44-49 (NRSV)
REFLECTION #1
*PRAYER OF RESPONSE
L: Let us pray, God of promise,
C: when we want to rush ahead, teach us how to wait. When we feel unsure, remind
us that you are still at work. Lift our hearts before we move our feet, and prepare
us for what comes next. Amen.

*HYMN OF RESPONSE (see below) Be Thou My Vision (vs. 1 & 2)

Be Thou My Vision

Mary E. Byrne, 1905
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*CONFESSION: HEARTS MADE HONEST

INVITATION TO CONFESSION

L: There’s something about Ascension that can leave us feeling a little... in
between. Like the disciples—not quite where we were, not quite sure where we’re
going. And in those in-between spaces, we don’t always show up as our best
selves. So we come before God now—not pretending we have it all figured out,
but trusting that honesty is where grace begins.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

L: God of grace,

C: sometimes we hold back when you are calling us forward and we cling to
what is familiar. Sometimes we wait for certainty instead of trusting your
presence and we hesitate, unsure of our next step. Sometimes we mistake
your quiet for your absence and we forget that you are still with us.

Forgive us for the ways we stall, the ways we cling, and the ways we lose
sight of your love. When our hearts wander and go astray from your ways--
Lift our hearts again, O God.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS

L: Hear this good news: Christ has not left you behind. Christ goes ahead of you.
Even in your uncertainty, even in your hesitation--you are held in grace. Your heart
is being lifted. Your path is still unfolding. You are forgiven—we all are forgiven--
and you are not alone.

C: Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.

*ACT OF PRAISE NCH NO. 23 (black hymnal, v. 1)

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
ALL: There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, like the wideness of the sea; there’s a
kindness in God’s justice, which is more than liberty. There’s no place where
earthly sorrows are more felt than in God’s heaven; there’s no place where
earthly failings have such kindly judgment given.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HEARTS LIFTED

SCRIPTURE

Acts 1:1-11 (NRSV)

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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REFLECTION #2

*PRAYER OF RESPONSE

L: God on high,

C: when we get stuck looking up, gently turn us forward. When we wait for perfect
clarity, remind us that your Spirit is already at work. Lift our hearts—and give us

courage to take the next step. Amen.

*HYMN OF RESPONSE NCH NO. 198 (see below, black hymnal, vs. 3-5)

Lift High the Cross

Sydney Hugo Nicholson, 1916
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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HEARTS EXPANDED

SCRIPTURE Ephesians 1:15-23 (NRSV)

REFLECTION #3

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE & THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: God who fills all things, we come to you with hearts that are still learning how to see.
We are grateful for your presence in our lives—on days when we feel you close and on
days when we need to know you are above us expanding your kin-dom. Here we open
our expanding hearts to you as we name before you our joy aloud or in our hearts.

(Pause for spoken joys)

L: Thank you for the places in our lives where your presence feels clear—in these
moments of joy, connection, and beauty.

L: But our lives aren’t always joy-filled. When our hearts expand we also see more pain.
So, we name to you now aloud or in our hearts--the places that feel uncertain—the
spaces where we are waiting, wondering, or struggling to trust. And the people we hold
close to our hearts

(Pause for spoken concerns)

L: Be presentin all of it. In our homes and in our work. In our questions and in our hope.
In the quiet moments and in the ones that overwhelm us. Continue expanding our
hearts—so that we might recognize you not just in the extraordinary, but in the
everyday. God of presence—

C: Lift our hearts, and send us out. Amen.

L: Please join me as we share together in the prayer that Jesus taught us.

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom come. Thy
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And
forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and
the glory, forever. Amen.

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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TIME FOR SHARING

INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP

OFFERTORY Come Thou Almighty King

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Christ our Savior who is not limited by space or time,
C: take what we give today— these gifts, these offerings, these intentions—
and use them to carry your love further than we can see. Where hearts need
lifting, where lives need mending, where hope feels distant—let these gifts
become part of your work. And as you send them out, send us too. Amen.

arr. Berry

HYMN NO. 394 NCH (black hymnal, see below) In Christ There is No East or West

In Christ There 1s No East or West (St.
Peter)

John Oxenham, 1908 Alexander R. Reinagle, 1836

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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FEET SET IN MOTION

SCRIPTURE Matthew 28:16-20 (NRSV)
REFLECTION #4
*PRAYER RESPONSE
L: Equipping God,
C: you call us forward even when we feel unsure. Give us courage for the next step—
not the whole journey, just the step in front of us. Remind us that we do not go
alone. That your presence meets us on the way. Lift our hearts. Guide our feet. And
send us out in love. Amen.

*SENDING HYMN NO. 2130 FWS (see below) The Summons

The Summons
John Bell *Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*BENEDICTION
L: As we are steadied in waiting, and reminded of God’s promises—
C: Our hearts rise with Christ, and our feet will follow.
L: As we are re-directed from looking up, and gently called to move forward—
C: Our hearts rise with Christ, and our feet will follow.
L: As we discover Christ present in all things, filling even the ordinary moments of our
lives—
C: Our hearts rise with Christ, and our feet will follow.
L: As we are sent now into the world, to love, to serve, and to trust the next step—
C: Our hearts rise with Christ, and our feet will follow.
L: So go—with hearts lifted, and feet ready. Go in the presence of Christ, who is above
all, through all, and in all. And may you know—wherever you go, you do not go alone.
Amen.

POSTLUDE Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise arr. Berry

Service Participants

Thank you to the worship choir for enhancing the service with their talents this
morning.

Welcome Team Members— Rick & Cindy Hogentogler
Service Leader—Deb Herlocker

Liturgist— Jen Miller
Tech Team— Jack Herlocker, John Kollasch
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