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Home Coming: Welcome Home 

A Service of Holy Communion 
 

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a  
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in 

the offering plate when it is passed.  We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book 
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.   

  

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! We have 
children’s books and activity bags for them to enjoy in the side narthex! Additionally, after the 

children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade are invited to  
participate in Sunday school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to attend Sunday 
school or return to their seats to sit with their parents. Please see a member of the welcoming 

team for assistance!  
  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

JOYS AND CONCERNS 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP 
  

PRELUDE      Come to Me                         by Joncas 
  

CALL TO WORSHIP 

 L: Come, friends. Come, neighbors. Come, family of God. 
 C: Welcome home. 

L: Whether this place is filled with memories, or you are making memories here  for the 
first time, 
C: welcome home. 
L: Whether you have been here every Sunday, or your journey has taken you far  from 
familiar places, 
C: welcome home. 
L: For homecoming is more than returning to a building, more than coming back to a 
familiar place.   

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
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C: Homecoming is discovering where God has been with us all along. 

 L: So come as you are. Come and discover where God is dwelling. Come and 
 worship the God who welcomes us home. 
 C: God is here. We are home. Let us praise our God here and now! 

  

MT. ZION’S AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

L: As we gather in this homecoming, we remember that part of what makes our church a 
home is the covenant we share with God and with one another. So let us remember our 
“house rules,” as together we affirm the faith that shapes our life at Mt. Zion United 
Church of Christ. 

  

C: We believe God works through us as a family of faith. We believe God speaks to 
us through the power of individual and communal prayer. We believe God accepts 
everyone as a child of God. We believe God provides for us, strengthens us and is 
present with us in times of joy and sorrow. We believe God forgives us and in 
forgiveness for one another.  

  

We believe God promises eternal life for those who confess Jesus Christ as Lord. We 
celebrate God’s presence with us, which calls us to love and accept one another, to 
serve others through mission, and deepens our spiritual relationship with one 
another. Therefore, we look to the future, with hope and in faith that God provides 
vision us as God’s people and equips God’s us with the leadership to carry out 
God’s will. 

  

*OPENING HYMN FWS NO. 2236 (see next page)                                  Gather Us In 
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*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS1
 

 INVITATION TO CONFESSION 

L: While we gather this day to celebrate our homecoming, we know that 
sometimes we wander far from the people God has called us to be. Sometimes we 
stay close, but allow resentment, fear, or pride to keep our hearts far away. 
Sometimes we cling so tightly to what has been that we cannot see the new thing 
God is doing among us. Still, God comes to meet us with mercy and welcomes us 
with grace. Trusting in the love of the One who has been with us all along, let us 
confess our sins together. 

 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

C: Welcoming God, we confess that we do not always make our home in your 
love. We wander after things that cannot give us life. We hold tightly to what 
we believe belongs to us. We draw lines between those we call family and 
those we call stranger. We remember the past with gratitude, but sometimes 
cling to it so tightly that we struggle to follow where you are leading us next. 
We long to receive your grace, yet sometimes struggle to offer that same 
grace to others. 

  

Forgive us, O God. Meet us on the roads where we wander. Open our hearts to 
your abundant mercy. Give us gratitude for where we have been, courage for 
where you are leading, and grace to welcome others along the way. Amen. 

  

 WORDS OF FORGIVENESS 

P: Friends, while we are still a long way off, God sees us. God comes to meet us. 
God embraces us with mercy and surrounds us with grace. In Jesus Christ, you are 
forgiven, we all are forgiven. Our past is held in God's faithfulness. Our future is 
held in God's promise. And here and now, we are held in God's grace. You have a 
place in the family of God. There is grace enough for you. There is joy in your 
homecoming. 

  C: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
  

 *ACT OF PRAISE NCH NO. 449 (black hymnal, v.1 & refrain see next page)    

                                                                            Softly and Tenderly 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON WITH BAG BLESSING                
  

SCRIPTURE READING                     Luke 15:11-32 (NRSVUE) 
              
SERMON 

  

*HYMN OF THE DAY NCH NO. 423 (see below and next page)                  Great is Your Faithfulness 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
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TIME FOR SHARING1 



INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP 

 OFFERTORY   Indescribable with Morning Has Broken              arr. Tornquist 

 OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  L: Let us pray. Generous God, 
C: you have given us a place to belong and people with whom to share the 
journey. Receive these gifts as signs of our gratitude for all that has been, our 
commitment to the work you have given us today, and our hope for all that is 
still to come. 

  

Use what we offer to share your love, widen your welcome, and build a 
community where all your children may find a place to belong. Amen. 

  

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

 INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  P: The Lord be with you. 
  C: And also with you. 

  P: Lift up your hearts. 
  C: We lift them to the Lord. 
  P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 REMEMBERING CHRIST’S STORY 

 PRAYER OF INVOCATION 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us  this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 DISTRIBUTION HYMN NCH NO. 332 (black hymnal, see next page)               As We Gather 

  

  

  

                                

 

 

 

 

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
-8-  

 



 

 

 

 

  

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise. 
-9-  



*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

 L: Welcoming God,  
C: you have met us at this table and fed us with the gifts of your grace. As we leave 
this meal, keep us from believing that home is only a place behind us. Help us carry 
your welcome wherever we go. 

  

May the grace we have received here become grace we offer to others. May the 
place we have found at your table make us eager to make room for our neighbors. 
And may this meal strengthen us for every road on which you will lead us next. For 
wherever we go, you have promised to go with us. Amen. 

  

*CLOSING HYMN NCH NO. 400 (black hymnal, see below)                                                                                                   
                                         Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 
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*BENEDICTION 

P: May the God who welcomes you home surround you with grace. May Christ meet you 
on every road you travel. And may the Holy Spirit remind you, wherever the journey 
leads, that God has been with you all along and God is with you still.  

 C: Amen. 
  

*SENDING (see below)    Go Now in Peace                           by Price/Besig 
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POSTLUDE     A Gospel Homecoming                                        arr. Tate
    

  

Service Participants 

 

Welcome Team Members & Communion Servers— Byron & Dawn Almoney, Cindy & Rick 
Hogentogler 

Liturgist— Tori Everhart 

Tech Team— Joe Vacante 
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