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Come to the Table: The Table of Hospitality

Thank you for worshiping with us today. If you are a guest, we invite you to take a
moment to complete a visitor’s card located in the back of the pew in front of you and place it in
the offering plate when it is passed. We also invite you to sign your name in our guest book
located in the back entrance of the sanctuary.

We welcome infants and children and all their wiggles & voices in our worship! We have
children’s books and activity bags for them to enjoy in the side narthex! Additionally, after the
children’s message, children from 3 years old—6th grade are invited to participate in Sunday

school in our classroom downstairs. They can choose to attend Sunday school or return to their
seats to sit with their parents after the children’s message. Please see a member of the
welcoming team for assistance!

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
JOYS & CONCERNS

SETTING THE TABLE

HYMN (see next page) Come to the Table of Grace (x2)
INTRODUCTION
HYMN (see next page) Come to the Table of Grace

TAKING OUR PLACE, OPENING TO OTHERS
L: We know that there is a place for us at this table.
C: Our hearts are filled with gratitude!
L: We notice that there is a place for those not like us.
C: We come ready to open our hearts beyond their current size.
L: We humbly take our seat.
C: We look into each face and know the presence of Jesus!

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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http://www.mtzionucc.org/

Come to the Table of Grace

Barbara Hamm, 2008
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*OPENING HYMN FWS NO. 2269 (see next page) Come, Share the Lord
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Come Share the Lord

Bryan Jeffery Leech
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*PEACE AT THE TABLE: CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS BEFORE GOD
INVITATION TO CONFESSION
L: At God’s table, there is room enough for all. Still, we confess how often we hold
tightly to what we have, make room only for those we know, and welcome those
from whom we expect something in return. Trusting in God’s abundant mercy, let

us confess our sin.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
L: God of abundance,
C: when we are afraid there will not be enough, teach us to trust in you. When
we draw the circle too small, teach us to make room. When we forget that the
table belongs to you, forgive us and welcome us again.

WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
P: Friends, hear the good news: God’s grace is abundant, Christ’s invitation is
wide, and there is a place for you at the table. You are forgiven, loved, and
welcomed. We all are forgiven, loved, and welcomed by God. So go and make
room for others.

C: Amen.

*ACT OF PRAISE NCH NO. 332 (black hymnal, v.1 see next page)
As We Gather at Your Table

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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As We Gather at Your Table (verse 1)

Carl P. Daw, 1989; Jack Schrader
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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Athena Abbott
Macey McCarthy

CHILDREN’S SERMON

Plate Question: Who would you make room for at God’s table?

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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SCRIPTURE READINGS 1 Kings 17:8-16 (The Message Interpretation)
Luke 14:7-14 (The Message Interpretation)

SERMON
*HYMN OF THE DAY FWS NO. 2126 (black hymnal, see below) All Who Hunger
All Who Hunger
William Moore
*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

HYMN (see below) At This Table (x2)

At This Table

Marcia McFee and Chuck Bell, 2023
Used with permission.
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PRAYERS
P: God of abundance, you meet us at this table just as we are, with all that has
filled our hearts this week...We pray all these things in the name of Jesus, who
always makes room at the table.
C: Amen.
HYMN (see above) At This Table (x2)

THE LORD’S PRAYER
L: As we look to expand the welcome of God’s table, let us join our hearts
together to pray as Jesus taught us:
ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom
come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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WORSHIP CHOIR ANTHEM Agnus Dei by Dilworth

TIME FOR SHARING!
INVITATION TO GENEROSITY & DISCIPLESHIP
OFFERTORY A Place at the Table with Fresh As the Morning arr. Tate

OFFERTORY RESPONSE (to the tune of Doxology)
ALL: Be present at our table, Lord, be here and everywhere adored; thy

creatures bless, and grant that we may feast in fellowship with thee.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
L: Let us pray. Generous God,
C: receive these gifts and use them to widen your table. May they feed the

hungry, welcome the stranger, care for our neighbors, and share your love
within these walls and far beyond them. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN (see next page) All Are Welcome

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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All Are Welcome

Marty Haugen, 1994

*Music reproduced and licensed under One License #A-725030.
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*BENEDICTION
L: This Table of Hospitality requires much of us. It demands that we question our own
boundaries of “who is in” and “who is out.” It asks us to accept that the Spirit may move
in surprising ways, through surprising people, and we might just miss out on the beauty
and fullness of life if we insist on limiting invitations to the feast. Indeed, sometimes WE
couldn’t even pass our OWN litmus test for inclusion!

P: The grace of God abounds! The invitation of Christ is wide! The power of the
transforming Spirit will surprise us every time! May the blessings of hospitality you find
here go with you and move through you to others wherever you go this week. Let the
people say,

C:Amen

POSTLUDE Hornpipe by Handel
During the postlude, all are invited to turn and wave to our friends at home!

BLESSING OF THE GAGA PIT

All are invited following worship for a blessing of the Gaga Pit and the first official game of
Gaga here at Mt. Zion. Thank you to Sean McCracken for his vision, and all who gave of their
time, their talents, and monetarily to bring this desired space of play to Mt. Zion!

Service Participants

Thank you to the worship choir for enhancing the service with their talents this morning.

Welcome Team Members— Jennifer Damon, Becky Hester
Liturgist— Carol Hartman
Tech Team— Jim Beyer, John Kollasch, Joe Vacante

*Those for whom it is comfortable, please rise.
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